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MORE NEW PUBLICATIONS 


The bookshelf of works of particular interest to medical 
librarianship continues to fill up. In addition to the new 
works noted in recent issues of the NEWS, there is E. Brod- 
man's The development of medical bibliography (MLA, 1954; 
$5); W. D. Postell's Applied medical bibliography for stu- 
dents (Thomas,1955; $4.50); M. L. Marshall"s The physician's 
own library; its development, care and use (Thomas, 1957; 
$3), and the second edition of the Handbook of medical li- 
brary practice (ALA, 1956; $10). Now comes Thomas E. Keys' 
Applied medical library practice (Thomas, 1958; $10.75). To 
Mr. Keys' book Miss Catherine Kennedy has contributed a 
chapter on “Abstract Journals," and Miss Ruth M. Tews has 
contributed a chapter on "The Patients' Library." The first 
hundred pages or so bear out’ the pragmatic implications of 
the title; the remainder of the book deals with such sub- 
jects as “The Development of Private Medical Libraries," "A 
Librarian Looks at Medical History," and the like. Much of 
this latter part, and some of the first portion, is derived 
from articles by Mr. Keys which have appeared in various 
periodicals over the years. One’ of the appendices is a re- 
vised version of the useful “Medical Works in Facsimile"; 
another appendix provides a list of the 209 periodicals most 
heavily used in the Mayo Clinic Library, in order of rank. 























The first issue of a new abstracting journal, World-wide 
abstracts of general medicine, appeared in October 1958. 
This journal is published by the Excerpta Medica Foundation 
and is distributed on a controlled circulation basis by War- 
ner Chilcott Laboratories; the editors are Dr. Morris Fish- 
bein and Dr. M. W. Woerdeman. Each issue will contain, in 
® addition to abstracts, one review article by an authority in 
m the field; the first such review article is by Dr. Paul Dud- 
ley White. The articles abstracted are selected from a wide 
variety of journals; abstracts are informative, unsigned, 
and grouped under broad rubrics. The first issue contains 
45 abstracts. Although the preface states that “World- wide 
Abstracts is a new publication with a new concept," it seems 
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that it follows exactly the format of other older works; the 
innovation here seems to be the issuance of the publication 
as a by-product of a more comprehensive abstracting tool, 
and the presumed emphasis on speed of publication, which re. 
mains to be demonstrated. 


Senator Hubert Humphrey's Subcommittee on Reorganization 
and International Organizations of the Committee on Govern- 
ment Operations has issued, under date of November 10, 1958, 
a 1l7-page Committee Print entitled International medica] 
research; a compilation of background materials (available 
from the Superintendent of Documents at 45 cents). Medical 
librarians will be especially interested in Part 2, "An Out- 
line of International Communication in the Medical Sciences" 
which appears on pp. 65-74 of the pamphlet. 














BOARD OF REGENTS 


The recess appointment of Mrs. Eugenie Mary Davie of 
New York City to membership on the Board of Regents of the 
National Library of Medicine was announced on November l. 

At a meeting of the Board of Regents on November 7, Dr. 
Champ Lyons of Alabama was elected Chairman. The Board dis- 
cussed matters of policy on photographic services, reviewed 
the status of the building plans and the’ statistics of the 
Library's activities in the last fiscal year, and considered 
future programs and projects. The Chairman appointed a com- 
mittee of three members to serve as the Board's liaison with 
the Director of the Library on matters pertaining to the new 
building. 


BOOKPLATES 


Scant notice is ordinarily given to medical bookplates, 
although they may afford interesting biographical and his- 
torical footnotes. The National Library of Medicine has se- 
lected for December exhibition the personal plates of some 
30 eminent American physicians. Plates of noted collectors 
(such as Dr. Samuel X. Radbill and Dr. Morris Fishbein) are 
represented, as well as selected ex libris by the distin- 
guished engravers John W. Jameson, E. D. French, and Dr. 
Arthur W. Clark. Also featured is a selection of articles 
on medical bookplates. 


NEW BUILDING 
The deadline for the receipt of final working drawings 


for the new NLM building has been postponed from December 19 
to January 5, 1959. 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 


More than 1,000 persons attended the International Con- 
ference on Scientific Information held at Washington during 
the week of November 16-21, 1958. Medical men represented 
on the discussion panels. were: Chauncey D. Leake (Ohio); 
Maurice B. Visscher (Minnesota) ; Hans Selye (Montreal); Juan 
Carlos Secondi (Buenos Aires); Williamina A. Himwich (Gales- 
burg State Research Hospital). Following the Conference Dr. 
Armando M. Sandoval (Centro de Documentacién Scientifica y 
Tecnica, Mexico City), Mr. Yutaka Kobayashi (Japan Science 
Information Center, Tokyo), Dr. D. J. Urquhart (Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research, London), Dr. Secondi, 
and Dr. Mario Vianna Dias (Instituto Brasileiro de Biblio- 
grafia e Documentagao, Rio de Janeiro) spent several hours 
at the National Library of Medicine. 


RECENT ACQUISITIONS 


The History of Medicine Collection now includes a one- 
page holograph letter written by Benjamin Rush, dated April 
26, 1803, and addressed to Dr. Ashbel Green, formerly Presi- 
dent of Princeton University, and concerning the admission 
of a poor neighbor to the hospital. At the end of the let- 
ter another hand has written "from W. B. Sprague, this 30th 
of April, 1831." William Buell Sprague, an American clergy- 
man, was the first to bring together a complete set of the 
autographs of the signers of the Declaration of Independence 
The Library's collection now includes three letters by Ben- 
jamin Rush, all of them having been in the Sprague collec- 
tion at one time. 

Mr. Clifford Shipton, Librarian of the American Anti- 
quarian Society, has presented two Bills of Mortality for 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, for the years 1818 and 1820. One 
is an original and the other a photoprint, and together they 
fill out the Library's hitherto imperfect set of the Bills 
prepared by John Thurston. 

A perfect copy of Thomas Fessenden's Terrible tractora- 





tion:! (New York, 1804), a poem ridiculing the claim that 
healing powers resided in the "metallic tractors" invented 
by Elisha Perkins, has been added to the collection. 


A HAPPY FIND 
Scanning through a miscellaneous coilection of pamphlet 


materials, we have found a copy of Hermann von Helmholtz's 
inaugural thesis De fabrica systematis nervosi evertebrator- 





um, 1842, (This item is reprinted in the author's Wissen- 
schaftliche Abhandlungen of 1883.) 
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SOVIET EXCHANGES 


Exchange relations for medical publications have bee 
established recently between the National Library of Medi- 
cine and the UFA Scientific Research Institute of Hygiene 
and Occupational Diseases; the Uzbekistan Institute of Mal- 
aria and Medical Parasitology in Samarkand; the Academy of 
Sciences of the Azerbaidzhan SSR in Baku. The Scientific 
Library of the Ivan Franko State University, Lvov, Ukrainian 
SSR, requested and received volumes of the Index-Catalogus 
to be exchanged for duplicate medical material. — 





CATALOGING REORGANIZATION 


Four language units have been organized within the Cat» 
aloging Section to receive and catalog library material in 
their language specialties, using as working copy the cita- 
tions prepared photographically in the Acquisition Division 
for searching purposes. A new and separate Editorial Sec- 
tion is concerned with the preparation of cards and the pub- 
lication of the National Library of Medicine Catalog. 


OUT OF THE PAST 


Recent ceremonies in Rome recall the visit of Eugéne 
Cardinal Tisserant to this country thirty years ago. (Lis 
brarians will not forget the part which Cardinal Tisserant 
played in the reorganization of the Vatican Library.) A let- 
ter from him dated August 27, 1927, reads as follows: 

"My dear Colonel Phalen [then Librarian, Army Medical 
Library], I am in possession of your letter of August 4, to 
the Librarian, Mgr. Giovanni Mercati, who is now absent for 
his vacation. I thank you very much for the magnificent 
gift [Index-Catalogue] you make to the Vatican Library. The 
vision I had of your treasures during my visit to Washington 
was one of my good experiences there, and I remember it with 
some emotion as it is the only one place I found my father's 
name. With my best wishes and compliments to you and Lt. 
Col. Garrison, Very sincerely yours, [signed] Eugéne Tisser- 
ant.” 

The Cardinal's father, Hippolyte, was a veterinarian in 
Nancy, France, and his great-uncle and godfather, Eugéne, 
was professor at the veterinary school in Lyons. Their pub- 
lications are listed in the First and Second Series of the 
Index-Catalogue. 
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